
BEFORE THE
 
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

VIRGINIA L. JOHNSON, aka 
VIRGINIA SAMMYE JOHNSON Case No. 2011-759 

Registered Nurse License No. 541329 

Respondent 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order for Public Reproval is hereby 

adopted by the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its 

Decision in the above entitled matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on July 22, 2011. 

IT IS SO ORDERED June 22, 2011. 

President 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
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KAMALA D. F!ARR1S 
Attornev General ofCalifornia 
KARENB. CHAPPELLE 
Supervising Deplity Attol11cy General 
GEOFFREY WARD 
Deppty Attomey G(meral 
State Bar No. 246437 

300 So. Spring Street,Suite 1702 
LosAngeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (21JJ897-2660 
Facsimile: (213)897~2804 

Atlo'(neysfor COlf7pla.in4nt 

BEFORE THE
 
BOARD QFREGlSTERED NURSING
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMERAFFAIRS
 
. STATE OF CALIFORNIA .
 

Il...,...,~~"""-~~"""-"""-"""--~~"""-~----, 

Case No. 2011-759.. In'the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: 
II 

VIRGINIA L. JOHNSON 'aka VIRGINIA STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AM> 
12 OISCIPLINARY ORDER FORPUBLIC 

REPROVAL 
I3 

SAMMYE JOHNSON 

6260 Telegraph Ro~d;#1902
 
Veninra,CA,93003 .
 [Bus. & Prof. Code § 495]

14 
Registered Nurse Li~cns.e No. 541329 

Respondent
]6 

II"'"'--'--~~~.:...........~ ~ .............~.....J·
 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above­

18 

17 

entitled proceedi1lgS that the following matters are true: 

19 PARTIES. 

1. LouiseR. B!iiley, M.Ed., R,N. (COl'Pplainant)is the Executive Officer ofthe Board of 

21 Registered Nursing. She brought this action solely ill her official capacity and is represented in 

22 this matterhy Kamala D. Harris. Attorney (Jehera[oftheStateofCalifornia, by Geoffrey Ward, 

23 Deputy AttorneyOem~l'aL 

24 2. Respondent VirginiaL Johnson,aka Virginia Sammy¢ .Tohnso11 (Respondent) .is 

represented in this proceeding by attomey Belljamin J. Fenton, whoseaddfcss is; JJe.l1j~anlhlJ. 

26 Fenton, Fenton Nelson.LLP, 1.1835 W. Olympic Blvd, 9th Floor, losAngeles, CA 90064. 

27 3. On or about March 4, 1998, the Board ofRegistel'cd Nursing issued Registered Nurse 

28 License No. 541329 to Respondent. The Registered Nurse License was in full force and effect at 

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (20 n-759) 



2 

3 

4 

5· 

6 

7 

8 

<) 

10 

T1 

12 

13. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2Q 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28. 

all tin'tcs relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No:. 2011-759 and wHlexpire·on July 31, 

.2011, unlessrenewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4. Accusation No. 2011-759 Was filed before the BQardofRegistered Nursing (Board), 

,Departmeht ofConsuI1JerAffail"s, and iSCllrrently pending against Respondent. The AccuSation 

and all othetstamtorily reqUkcddocuments were properly seweld on Respondent on March 9~ 

20il,Respondcm timelyJHedMr.NoticeofDefensecontestil1gtheAc:cllsa:Hon~A copy of 

Accusation No. 2011,;7S9isattached' as exhibit kand'incoI]Jorated .herein by referenC.e. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent hascarefuHyread, fully discussed with counsql, and undershmds the 

charges and allegations. in Accusation No.20.·11-759. Respondent hasalsocarefuUy read, fully 

discussed with counsel, and understands fheeffectsofthis Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinilfy 

Order for Ptlblic ReprovaL 

6; Respol1gel1t is fullytJware ofher legal rights itt thismatter,includingthe right to .a­

h~~rit1g on the. chaj'ges and aHegations in the Accu.sation; the right tl)be represente.<i by counsel at 

her own expense; the rightto confront and cross-exaliJ.ine the witnessesagairist het; the right to 

pres¢ntevidellce and to testify on het own behalf; the right. toth¢ issuance ofsUbpotmasfo 

compel the a~endal1ce ofwitrte.ssesandthe produ.ctionofdo¢uhiertts; the right to reconsiderati,on 

and cottrt review of all adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California 

Administrative. Procedur.e Act and other a.ppHcable laws; 

7. Respondent voluntarily, kl1OwiiJgly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 

CUL?ABILITY 

8. Respondentadmits the truth ofeach ai:l<i every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. 2011 ~759. 

9. Respondentagree.s that her Registered Nurse LiCense is subject to discipline and Bhe 

agrees to be boundhytheBoard'sDiscipUnary Order below. 

STIPULATED SETTLElvlENT (201],759) 
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I PRfUMSTANCES INMITIQ.ATlON 

2 10. Respondent Virginia L.Johnso11,.aka Virginia Sammye Johnson has never been the 

3 sUbject of any disciplinaryactiQn. She fsadmitting responsibility atGlll early stage in the 

4 proceedings. 

5 CONTlNGENCY 

6 11. This stipulation shall be sUbject to approval by the Board ofRegistered Nursing. 

7 Respondent understands and agrees that counsel forComp]ainant and the staffofthe Board of 

8 Registered Nursing ml.'lycommunicatedirectly with the. Board regarding this stipulaticmand. 

9 settlement; Without:noticeto 'orparticipationby Respon-dent or her counsel. By signingthe 

10 stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that shcmay not withdraw her agreement or seek 

1] to rescind the stipttlationpriorto the time the Board considers and acts upon it. lfthe Boardfails 

12 to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Qtder, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary 

13 Order for Public Reprovalshall be oftlO force or effect, except for this paragraph,it shall be 

]4 inl;tdntissibleJn any legall;iC1kjpbetween th~ Parties, and the Bqard shall not be disqualified from 

15 further <'lctibn by having consIdered tl1ismatt¢l\ 

16 12; TIle partiestJoderstahq and agree thatfacsimiJecopfes orthis $tipulated$ettlelnent 

17 and Disciplinary Order for Public Reproval,including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the 

18 . same force and effect as the originals. 

19 13. This Stipuhtted Sett.1ementand Disciplinary Order for Public Repro'Val isintendecl by 

20 the parties to be an integrated writing representing the complete,final, and exclUSIve embodiment 

21 oftheir agreement. ltsupersedes any and an prior 01' conteniporaneou$ agreements; 

22 understandings, discussions, negotiations? and commitmcnts (writtCI1 otoral). This Stipulated 

23 Settlementand Disciplinary Order for Ptiblic Reprovu.l may notbe aJt;er~d,arnended,modlfjed, 

24 supplemerited, or otherwise changed except bya writing ~xecuted by an authorized representative 

25 of each oCthe parties. 

26 14. lnconsideration. ofthe foregoing admissions and stipulations1 the parties agree that 

27 the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following 

28 Disciplinary Order: 

STIPULATED SElTLEMJ;3NT (20 11-159) 
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DJSCIPUNARYORDER 

rr IS f-I.8REBY ORDERED that RegisteredNurse.LicertseNo. 541329 issued to 

Respondent VirgInia 1. Johnson, aka Virginia Sammye Johoson (Respondent) shall, by way of 

letter from the Board's Executive Officer, be publicly reproved. Thelettcr sha.l] be in the same 

form as the letterattached as Exhibit B to this stipulation. 

ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully rea,d the above Stipulated Settlement and bIsdplinary Order fOT Public 

.Repl'Ovaland.havefuUy discusseditwith my attorney, BenjaminJ.Fentcm. I understand the 

stipuflitidl1and the eftect it will have OIl my Registered Nur$cLiccl1se. Tenter 111to this Stipulated 

SettlemerHand Disciplinary Order for Public Reproval vpluntaiiIy, knowil1gly, and IhteHigently, 

and~gree to oebollTid bythe Decision and Order ofthe Board ofRegistered Nursing;' 

I have read and fully discussed with H:cspondent Virginia 1. Johnson aka Virginia Samlriye 

Johnson the telms and conclitio:hs and otherl1'l.atters containe.ditl the abbve Stipulated Settlement 

and Disciplinary Order fofPubJic ReprovaL I approve itsformand content 

4
 

S'I'IPULATED SETTLEMENT (2011-759) 
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2 ENDORSEM'ENT
 

3
 The foregoIng Stipulated Settlen'lent and Disciplinary Order, for Public Reproval is hereby
 

4
 'respectfully submjtted for consideration by the Board of~egistered, Nursing ejfthe De,Partmentof. 

5 : 'CbllSUmer Affairs. 

6 
Respe,ctf\.l'l1y submittedlVat,cd: 

1 
KAMALA D. HARRIS 

':,," .' .. : : .
'Mtort1ey'Ge.Qe~al,{)f.California "':,8: ,I .. 

KAREN B:CHAPPELLE" 
9 S~lPel~..!e uty Attorney Ge:eral 

10 

11 GEQF.FREY WARD' 
Deputy Attorney General 
.Attorneysfor ,Campla}nani 

J4 ,. 

IS' 
,LA20116002Q3 

1Q ,~08671Q7.doc/( 
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STiPULATED SETTLEMENT(2011-759) 
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.ExhibitA
 

Accusation No. 201h759
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I<A:1vrAX,A D. HARRIS
 
. Attorney General of California
 

2
 IKAREN B.CHAl'PELLE 
Supervising Deputy AttomcyGeneral
 

3
 GEo.FFREY WARD 
Deputy Attorney General
 

4
 State Bar No. 246437
 
300 80. Spring Street, Suite 1702
 

5
 Los Angeles, CA 90013
 
Telephone: (213) 897:··2660
 

6 Facsimile: (213) 897~2804 
Attorneysfor Complcli1Jf1nt 

7
 
llEFORETB;E,
 

BOA:RI>OJj'REGISTERED.N1JRSfNG.
 
DEPARTMENT OFCONSUME:R AFFAIRS
 

9
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.' STA'1'EO:FCALIFORNIA ". 

10
 
In the Matter ofthe Accusation Aga111st: Case No. J-()!/:" 769
 

-~_..-_ ··1-1-.­ _ _ __ " _ "._-~-~_.--~- ~-'!---~~~ .----.--------.--'-'---­

VIRGINIA L. JOHNSON AKA VIRGINIA ACe US A T IoN 
12 SAMMYE JOHN'SON 

13 6260 Telegrapll RQad· #1902
 
Ventura, CA9300.3
 

14
 
Registered Nurse License No. 541329
 

15
 
Respondent.


16 .1I-----_----------......l 
17
 

Complainant alleges:
 
18
 

FARTIES
 
19
 

1. Ltl1rise R. Bailey; M.Ed~, R.N. ("Colnphtina.nt") brings'this' Accusation solely in her 
I­

20 

Department of Consumer AffairS. 
22 

.2.. On or about March 4,1998, the Board issued' R~gistered Nurse License Number 
23 

541329 t.o Virginia L. Johnson aka VirginiaSanunye Johnson ("Respondent"). The Registered 
24 

NutEle License has been.active at all times televf\11t herein and expires on July 31, 2011, unless 
25 

renewed. 
26 

11/ 
27 

/11
28 

1 



5

10

15

20

25

4 

Cj
 

JURISDICTIONAND S'1'ATUTORYPRQ\,ISIONS 

2 ·,.3,. Section 2750 ofthe Business and Professions Code ("Code") prQvides,·in pe'rtinent 

31'al:t, that the Board may discipline any licensee,.including a license~ho1ding a temporary or an 

6 

7 

8 

9 

I 

inactive liceI~s~, ]:'or any reason provided in Atiicle 3 (commencing wifhCode section27S0) of 

the Nursing Practice Act. 

4. Section 2764 ofthe Cod¢provides, in pertinent part, that the e:x;pirationofalicense I
! 
isha.ll. not deprive· t1le Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a discipliI'la.ry proceeding against the 
I.licensee or to render a decision imposing cliscipline on. the license. Under Codesectiotl2811, 

subdivision (b), the Boardrn:ay renew an expired license at any time withlneight years after the 

expiration. 

j,~~-_ ..__.-1·I··..!.--5..-_SectionJ18~subdlv.isi.on..~bJ-onhe":'C.o.de ..gtatltR.:the_HQal:.dj:Uris.dic.~~Qn,.o.w::_tS.ils.p.e_llded,,_ '._ 

I	 12 expired, forfeited, cancelled, or surrendered licen,ses: 

13 "The suspensiQn,expiration, or fbrfeitureby operation oflaw of a license issued by a board 

14 inthe department,. or its suspension, forfeiture. or cancellation by order ofthe board or by order 

of a court of law, or its surrender withoutthe written COllS.ent ofthe board, shall 'not, during any 

16 period in wh.ich it may be renewed, restored,reissued, orreinstated, deprive the board oHts 

17 authority to instltute'or continue a,disciplinary proceeding against the licensee upon any ground 
., 

provided by laW or toentor811 order suspending orrevoklng the license or otherwise taking! 18 . . 
J 19 disciplinarY:actiona:ga:instthelicensee on any such ground.."	 I ­

6. Section 2761 bfthe Code provides, in pertinentpart: 

21	 "'the board may take disciplinary a,ctioii.agamstacertified or licensed 
nurse or deny atlapplicati()ll for·a,·ce!.iificate or license for $:I)' of the following:

22 
(a) Unprofessional conduct, whichinchides, but is not limited to, the 

23 following: 

24 

(4) Denial of licensure, revocation, sU$pensiqll, restl'icti9n, or 
any other disciplinary action against a health care professiol1al'license or 

26 Gertificate' by another state or territo,ryof the United States; by any other 
govetnmerifagency, or byai1.other California heelthcare professional 

27	 licensing board. Acel:Lified copy ofthe decision or judgment shall be 
conclu.siveevidence ofthat action." 

2,8 

2 

I , Accusation 
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COST RECOVERY
 

2
 

1
 

7. Section 125.3 of'the Code provides,in pertinent-part; that the Board may request the 

:3 adrhinistrativelaw jUdge to direota licentiate found to have COlnn1itted.a violation or violations of 

4
 the licensing act tapaya sum not to exceed the reasonable costs oftheilwestigafion and I
 
5
 elllorcement ofthe \lase. ·1

I6. FIRSTCAUSE.FORDISCIPUNE.
 

7
 (OiscipllnaryAction by the Oregon.~o~l'd ofNursing) I
 
!
I 

8
 .8. R,e~1'londent is s~bJecttodiscipline pUrs~tanttoSection 2761subdivlsi.on (a)(4)ofthe
 

9
 {~ode on the. grounds ofunprofessional conduct, in that she was diSCipli.i'l.ed by the' Oregon Board
 

lOofNUi'sing ("Oregon J30ard"), as fqllowst
 

~~~-_....,.~ 11-.;-.--.----9.._.-.-On~or-abo.ti.t.AptiLL4,20-()5:,.;the.D.regon.:B.o.ar.d_eIite.te.d~a.f1haLor.dc.!_apPl:oy.ing_a .. ""-"~_
 

12
 "StipUlation foi' Reprhnaiid with Conditions ofRegistered Nurse License;' ("Stipulation") dated 

1'3 ApriLl1, 2005 in the disciplinatyaction .entitled In the:Jv,!atte,rojYirginid'(Sammye "Johnson,
 

14
 Uce.nse No. 096000714RN; 

10.. 'Jnthe Stipwation, the O),"egol'!' B()~Cl found iind :R.espon,dentaCln:dtted, tharwllile
 

16
 

15
 

wotk.il1g attM Oregon St~te :Penitentiaryas, a staff nurSe Respondent had made medication
 

17
 administration errors, including administering the wroIig painmedica.tiollto a patient andfaiHng
 

18
 to properly follow a doctor's :roedicatiqnotder, and then COtnpot!1ided her eItbt$ by trying to 
" 

i
'"", 

19 .t covet them 'up:
 

20
 11. In the Stipti1ation; the Oregon Boarg co:t1cluded Re~pondent had violated.8. number of 

"O;~go~'rtur;irig'~'biutes;···iri~1~diD.g'erig'8:grngiii"6o;;:d~ct·deto'gat61:y"to'th~"startdatas"oInu~sing:""""'"21
 

22
 failing to act to preserve. 01' proJ1lote a.c1ient'ssaf~ty;fai1in~ to implement a plan of care,.
 

23
 incompleterecol'dkeeping,andfalsifying patient records.
 

24
 12. Asa result, the Oregon Boarel imposeddisc1plinaryaction upon Respondent. The
 

25
 Stipulation reprimanded Respondent and placed conditions on her license, including requirill.g
 

26
 Respontlent to complete a formal cdui:se'ofstudy andanii1,depell.d¢nt research paper on medica!.
 

17
 or n:ursill.g ethics.
 

28
 13.	 ResponClent 's_atisfl,ed th.econditionsof herrepr~manc1 on .April 14, 2006..
 

3
 

Accl.1satiOl1 



-\ (';
 
...! .......... --:-:"'-..-..............----.......__..............-.:.-I ....;;/-'""-'--_.......: _
 

1 J4. Under SectiOJl 2761 subdivi.sion (a)(4) ofihe Cpde the Oregon Board's discipUpary 

26.eti6n agai11st Respondent in April 2005 is gl'OUIlds forthe CalifomiaBoard to ta1<c disciplinary 

3 action. 

4 PRAYER 

5 wr-IEREFORE,Complainant req\.le.sts that a hear.ingbe held 011 the matters herein alleged, 

6 and that followhlgthe hearing, the Board of Registered '.Nurshrgissu.e a deoision: 

7 1.1. Revoking or s\.l~pending, Registered Nurse License.Number 541329; iSsued to 

8' Virginia L.. Johnson. akaV1rghda SammyeJohnson; 

9 1~~. Ordering Yirghlia. 1. JqhnsOn aka Yirgini~' Smn.mye)obnst:m tgpaytheBoard of 

10 Registered Nursing th¢reason.ablecQstsofthe I11vestigatiol1 and enfotceinebt ofthisqase• 

I
 
.1 

. --·--------"·-"Tr"· '-"Pwsuan:ntrBi.lsi:nesnn'd--Professlons·eode'Secti:on:·1·2:5:3·;~and;'-----:--~--_·_--"~"-·- ~.­
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28 

1.3. Taking .such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

.4 ~,--..L1-d' 'j; 
~~~.. 

l,(H.JISER. BAILEY:M.Ed.,R.N~ 
Executive Qfficer
 
Board ofRegistered NtJl'sing
 
DepartnientofCOl1stlrner Affp,irs
 
State ofCalifomla
 
CompJcTii1r:mt 

I.,A20J J6002.03 
60609968.docx 
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f3TA1't:; 01= r.:ALtI%ORNIA. ST/\TC* AI"!:) CONSUMER SERVICES .AGf;:NCY GOVt·H~I'-lOR r:::OMUND G. F3RCJWN ..JR. 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 
PO Box 944210, Sacramento, CA 94244-2100 
P (916) 322-3350 F (916) 574-8637 I www.rn.ca.gov 
Louise R. Bailey, MEd, RN, Executive Officer 

Ol:PAIlTMHl'fOr:<ONSUMEflAr·FAIHS 

June 22,2011 

Virginia L. Johnson 
6260 Telegraph Road, #1902 
Ventura, CA 93003 

Re:	 LETTER OF PUBLIC REPROVAL 
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: VIRGINIA L. JOHNSON, aka VIRGINIA 
SAMMYE JOHNSON . 
Registered Nurse License No. 541329 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

On March 9, 2011, the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, State 
of California, filed an Accusation against your Registered Nurse License. 

The Accusation alleged unprofessional conduct under California Business and Professions' 
Code section 2761, subdivision (a)(4), because you were disciplined by the Oregon Board of 
Nursing in 2005. By your own admission, when working as a staff nurse at the Oregon State 
Penitentiary in 2004, you made medication administration errors, including administering the 
wrong pain medication to a patient and failing to properly follow a doctor's medication order, and 
then compounded your errors by trying to cover them up. For this conduct you were formally 
reprimanded by the Oregon Board in 2005. 

Taking into consideration the following mitigating circumstances in this case that supports 
the determination that you are safe to practice registered nursing, the Board has decided that the 
charges against you warrant a public reproval. You have been licensed to practice nursing in 
California since 1998. You have had no prior disciplinary action and no prior complaints against 
your California nursing license before the incident in Oregon in 2004. Since then, there have been 
no further complaints or further causes for discipline. By 2006, you had satisfied the condition of 
the Oregon Board's disciplinary action, including completing coursework on medical and nursing 
ethics. You have also accepted responsibility for this incident. You have received positive work 
performance evaluations since then, and nursing colleagues who have worked with you have 
testified to your good character and work performance. 

Accordingly, in resolution.ofthis matter under the authority provided under Business and 



Virginia Johnson 
RN No. 541329 
JlUle 22,2011 

Professions Code section 495, the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs 
issues this letter of public reproval. 

Sincerely, 

¥JUW~ 
c. I LOUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN 

1 2SY Executive Officer 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 


